Endocrine Notes
It is essential that all living organisms be able to maintain a constant internal environment, this process is called ___________.  Two systems, the _________ and the _________ system, aide in maintaining homeostasis and are in constant communication with one another.
The endocrine system is composed of many glands and relies upon chemical regulation through the secretion and re-absorption of hormones that are transported throughout the body and affect many of the other organ system.  
_________ play a key role in maintaining the necessary levels of _________ in the blood and controlling the energy exchange between cells in the body.  These hormones, which are secreted into the blood via capillaries, regulate processes in the body such as growth, maturation and reproduction.  

A _______ is any cell or organ that secretes substance.  Glands are classified based upon the way they secrete.  Glands of the endocrine system are ________
The endocrine system secretes hormones which are carried by the ___________ system.  Although the glands that secrete these hormones work independent of one another, but work together in controlling the body’s activities.
The organs for which the hormones are directed are called _______ cells.

The following glands are of major importance to the endocrine system; pituitary gland, the thyroid, the parathyroid, adrenal glands, islets of Langerhans (pancreas), and the gonads.
Pituitary gland- controls growth of ______ and controls absorption of _______.

Thyroid- controls rate of __________
Parathyroid- Maintains the body’s balance of _________ and salts

Adrenal- Controls body mechanisms for __________  ___________ & regulates various _________ processes

Islets of Langerhans- controls rate of _______ metabolism

________- stimulate development and maintain sex characteristics; regulates hormone secretion during pregnancy; possibly controls reproductive processes.
